
Senator Square: First week of school a blast at CHS 

 

CHS Principal Gavin Ward stood at the north entrance high fiving students as they entered high 

school, some of them for the first time. In fact, counselors, teachers, and other administrators 

stood at each of the school entrances welcoming students to the best high school in the state, 

hyperbole aside. Of course, there is some tragedy in all of this, well, for students at least, and this 

is that summer is over, sleeping in seven days a week is over, and staying up until all hours of the 

evening is…likely…over; it is time once again for students to get their study habit on and put 

their leisurely activities away as freshman, sophomores, and juniors have seven classes every 

other day. Already, students and parents should be preparing for Open House because it is 

coming soon as well, and this is a big CHS event, scheduled Sept. 10. However, this open house 

takes the traditional back-to-school night to a whole new level with activities, family friendly 

events, and information and screenings for a variety of local services. The purpose of the CHS 

Open House is to build bridges to local services for teens and their families; increase parent and 

guardian engagement with CHS staff, students, and activities, and celebrate the community, 

creativity and diverse talents of Carson City. There will be entertainment along with food and 

beverages. So come one, come all, and visit a public high school which makes Nevada look like 

the amazing state that it is. 



 

LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT TEACHERS IN CHARGE OF THESPIANS 

CHS Honors English and Advanced Placement English teachers Lynette Gardner, Jason Macy, 

and Regina White have taken over the CHS Theatre Arts Department. According to White, “We 

have been busy over the summer cleaning and organizing the Black Box Theater on campus to 

make it a functioning dramatic arts classroom and rehearsal space, and many theatre arts students 

have come to lend a hand on multiple occasions.” “Additionally, with the help of CHS counselor 

Bridget Gordan Johnson, the thespian troupe of CHS volunteered at the Lake Tahoe Shakespeare 

Festival Aug. 8 where we 

saw Taming of the Shrew; our 

students had a meet and greet with 

a couple of the equity actors in the 

show and had an opportunity to 

hear about what a career in theatre 

might be like” White added. She 

went on to say, “Now we are busy 

rehearsing for our first two 

productions: Wednesday Night 

Live (CHS' traditional sketch 

comedy show for 

Homecoming Sept. 18 at the 

Community Center) and Peter and 

the Starcatcher (Directed by Jason 

Macy with Musical Direction and 

accompaniment by Andy 

Sonnemaker and Jon Brill) to open 



Oct. 4.” However, White said the CHS Theatre Arts Department is in need of support from the 

community to make these productions a reality. “Our students are selling advertisement space for 

the Peter and the Starcatcher program, and businesses may email me for pricing details to be 

featured the in program.” White’s email address is rwhite@carson.k12.nv.us.  

 

CHS ALUMNI KEVIN KUREK 

DELIVERS GIFT TO SCIENCE 

DEPARTMENT 

Carson High School's Science Department 

would like to thank Mr. Kevin Kurek, a 

2010 CHS graduate, finance and 

mathematics major at UNR, and currently 

a data scientist at Franklin Templeton, for 

his generous donation towards the 

purchase of a spectrometer. Kurek said, “It 

looks awesome; hope the students have 

fun with it.” According to CHS physics 

teacher Jim Bean, “This equipment will 

allow both physics and chemistry students 

to study atomic structure, chemical 

composition, light, and temperature.” CHS 

science department head Scott Vickrey 

said, “Thank you Kevin for your donation; 

so nice to see people working to make our 

community an even more awesome place.” Robert Collier, emeritus professor of physics at 

WNC, and former Jack C. Davis Observatory director said, “This is an outstanding addition for 

the science department at CHS…congratulations.” 

 

SAFE GRAD RECOGNIZES THE GENEROSITY OF CARSON’S COMMUNITY 

The only reason CHS is 

able to offer Safe Grad 

every year is due to the 

amazing support of the 

Carson City Community. 

This is why the Safe 

Grad volunteer leaders 

and Senator Square are 

publishing the names of 

all individuals and 

organizations which 

make this annual event 

possible. Therefore, Safe 

Grad would like to thank 

the following individuals 

and businesses for the 

successful 2019 event: 
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775 Studios; Kristine Tamm; Adele's 

Restaurant; Kyle & Andrea Freitas; 

Adrienne Navarro; Kona's Massage; Alana 

Gaitan; Kiwanis; Alejandro Andraca; Laura 

Myler; Alison Mckenzie LTD; Lauren 

Lemburg; Allritten & Co CPAS LLC; Les 

Schwab; Amanda Manzo; Lindsi Jurado; 

Amy Vidautti; Leticia Servin; Annalize 

Sanders; Liliana Sandoval; Angel Andraca; 

Linda Capalbo; Angelina & Angie 

Pettengill; Liz Tims; Annette Hodorwicz; 

Lyndsi Jurado; Artistic Fence Co; Lori 

Keller; Audrianna Hinton; Louis E Wilson; 

Bailey Vidaurri; Lula Neal; Barton 

Healthcare; Mariah Whitcome; Basque 

Deli; Mariette Szantos; Beautiful Beards; 

Mangia Tutto Pizzeria; Beglin 

Orthodontics; Marily Lewis Inc Agency; 

Ben Lynbloom; Mark D Funke DDS; 

Bebop Martinez; Marselina Roman; Bibee 

& Associates Inc ; Marissa Howars; Bike 

Habitat; Maritza Calero; Bobbi Yasmer; 

Maverick Finance; Boomtown; Melissa 

Lopez; Brittanie Lopez; Melody Whitcome; 

Brook Warn; Meridian FH Nevada; Bud Snoke; Micheal Hohl; Bully's Sports Bar; Michael St. 

Charles; Buffy Linkul; Michelle Brackley; Brent & Kristina Benavidez; Michelle Dudley; 

Callista Alsasua; Michelle Stedfield; Capital City Auto Parts; Mike Randall; Cathy Barbie; Mike 

Reynolds; Carson Lodge No. 1 F.& A.M.; Mike and Gina Winder; Carson Mall; Mindy 

Breeding; Carson City Emblem Club; Montbleu Resort; Carson City Four Square Church; Model 

Dairy; Carson City Host Lions Club; Mt Rose; Carson City Natives & Newcomers Club; N. 

Medel; Carson City Partnership; Need 2 Speed; Carson City Tire Pros; Nevada Occupation 

Health Center; Carson Tahoe Hospital; Nichole Melshcime; Celeste Hodges; Night in the 

Country; Charles Keller; Nubia Leon; Charlette Barnum; Olivia Manley; Chili's; Ozzy Ortiz; 

Chrissi Nelson; Quick Stop Market; Christina Alsop; Pam Molleson; Christina Saenz; Papa 

Murphey's Pizza; CHS Snack Bar; Patricia Kelley; Cindi Randall; Paula Chatwood; Coca-Cola; 

Pepsi; Common Grounds Church; Pro Group Management; Connie Torres; Rebecca Hayden; 

Craig Morris; Resource Concepts; Crystal Lopez; ReMax Realty; D Marie Bresch; Renea 

Greenlee; Daija Lopez; RCM Realty; Dairy Queen; Reno Aces; Dan Kimm; Reno Little Theater; 

Danielle Ladiges; Rhe Dunlap; Danny & Kyra Hinton; Robert & Susan Crowell; Darin Glauner; 

Robin Williams; Dave & Kim Dawley; Roger Barber; Dave Lawson; Ron's Refrigeration; Dave 

Navarro; Roshanna Elwing; Deanna Fine; Ryan & Monica Green; Debbie Bodszar; Sandra Scott; 

Debbie Charlton; Sarah Jordan; Deer Run Ranch Bed & Breakfast; Savannah Lopez; Denise 

Hettrick; Sav Mart; Denise Repp; Scott Duncan; Dickies BBQ; Scott & Jenine Dunmyer; Dillon 

Howell; Scott Moreland; Domino's Pizza; Shannon Brazil; Donald & Jeanne Fallon-Carine; 

Shannon Johnson; Douglas Carlton; Shannon McKutty; Dutch Bros; Shawn Binn; Eden 

Managements; Shelia Story; Edmond & Mary Pierczynski; Shelle Martin-Snyder; Edward & 



Linda Marantette; Sierra Asby; Eric & Carolyn 

Ingbar; Sierra Floor Covering; Eric & Heather 

Fancher; Sierra Furnace Works; Eddy Socorio; 

Sierra Podiatry; El Charro's; Simple Fare Catering 

LLC; Elizabeth Williams; Smith's; Elvia Lopez; 

Smart Food Service; Emily Andrea; Southwest Gas; 

Erika Sanabria Solis; St. Paul's Lutheran Family; 

Fitness for 10; Susan Guthrie; Forest Mack; Susan 

Scholley; Frankie Quintana; Sven Klatt; Fred 

Higgins; Teresa Smith; Fountainhead Foursquare 

Church; Theresa Bachstedt; Georgett Maddox; 

Thomas d Brown & Lila Brown; Gaia Marika; 

Timberline Animal Hospital; Glenbrook Co; Tish 

Herbert; Greater Nevada Credit Union; Tito's; Greg 

& AnneMarie Aydelott; Tod Jennings; Greg Revers; 

Trader Joe's; Gregorio Torres; Trisha Osborne; 

Grocery Outlet; Vincent P.D'Ascoli DDS LTD; Hot 

August Nights; VT Accounting Associates; Hettrick Electric Inc; Wayd Rechard; High Sierra 

Business Systems; Well Being LLC; Ian Lister; Wendy Tims; Jacqeline Cruz; Wendy Yang; 

Jaimi Wolf-Ray; Western Nevada Supply; James Rankl; Wheel House; James & Jeanne Russell; 

Wild Island; Jeanette Glauner; Yoguart Beach; Jeff Cherposki; ; Jeff & Mary Woods; ; Jeannie 

Byasse; ; Jenna Redus; ; Jennifer Alexander; ; Jesse Lopez; ; Jessica Vannucci; ; Jim & Kirsten 

Strange; ; Joel Lopez; ; Johanna Hudson; ; John Hurzel; ; John & Dyan Burroughs; ; John & 

Katherine Tatro; ; JP Copoulos, Architect; ; Julie Slocum; ; Karson Kruzers; ; Kathy Souza; ; 

Katie Fletcher; ; Katrina Van Patten OD LTD; ; Keith Fletcher; ; Kim Ponczoch; ; Kimberly 

Klatt; ; and Kris Bensmiller. Want to participate in Safe 

Grad 2020? Please contact the Safegrad volunteer 

Coordinator at 775-741-3918 or 

emailchsgbvolunteer@gmail.com. 

 

SENIOR SUNRISE 

Fall is just around the corner, and the beginning of every 

school year at CHS offers the current class of seniors the 

opportunity to get together in the morning, have some 

baked goods, hot chocolate, and coffee, and make a few 

personal decisions. Senior Sunrise for the Class of 2019-

2020 begins at 6:00 a.m. Aug. 30 on the bleachers of the 

CHS football field, and it will be time for seniors to decide 

on a School Song, Quote, and T-Shirt which represents 

who they are as students, individuals, and upper classmen. 

 

ORDER CHS CANCER SHIRTS NOW 

It is that time of year again. Since 2012, CHS staff has 

shown its support to fight cancer by wearing staff cancer shirts Mondays in October. According 

to health teacher Erin Been, “Each year there is a new design, but feel free to dig those old ones 

out and wear them, or you can order a new one from me.” All proceeds from the t-shirts, past, 
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present, and future, has been and will be donated to Carson Tahoe Cancer Center here in Carson 

City. Been went on to say, “This year will be special as I have decided, and been given 

permission, to donate the proceeds to a very dear CHS staff alum, Lily Reedy, herself suffering 

from breast cancer, and I will share her story as we get nearer to October.” The front of the shirt 

says ‘Stand Against Cancer’, and the back of the shirt says ‘We Are Senators’. For those 

interested, community member or teacher, here are this year’s choices and prices: Royal t-shirt is 

$15, Royal Hoodie is $25, Royal C2 is $18, Pink Tye Dye is $20, and Royal Tye Dye is $20. An 

order form must be filled out, so either visit Erin Been in room 257, call her at 283-1764, or 

email her at ebeen@carson.k12.nv.us. 

 

$40,000 AVAILABLE FOR RECYCLING PROJECTS 
The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection’s Recycling Program in Carson City has 

$40,000 in grant funding available for projects to increase recycling, public awareness of the 

importance of conserving natural resources, and for the reduction, reuse and recycling of solid 

waste. NDEP encourages action-oriented projects rather than projects oriented toward research 

and development. The funding comes from the Solid Waste Management Account that receives 

$1 per tire for each retail tire sold in Nevada. Preference will be given to applications that 

provide the greatest regional coverage and/or sustainability projects. While matching funds and 

in-kind contributions are not required, they are encouraged. Proposals will be accepted from 

municipalities, nonprofit organizations, schools, school districts, the Nevada System of Higher 

Education, and other public institutions. “Our goal is to increase awareness of the benefits of 

recycling and create more opportunities for Nevadans to conserve valuable, natural resources,” 

said Daren Winkelman, Chief of NDEP’s Bureau of Waste Management. Applications are 

available at Nevada Recycles website, and the submission deadline for applications is 5:00 p.m. 

Sept. 12. Call or email Northern Nevada Recycling Coordinator 

Patricia Moen at 687-9466 or pmoen@ndep.nv.gov. 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Mackenzie Tackett is the CHS Student of the Week. According to 

teacher Wendy Tims, “This student is very positive, puts in extra 

time every day to keep up on her classwork, and is conscientious 

about all her 

work.”  Tims 

went on to say, 

“In her outside 

activities, 

Mackenzie 

participates in Mixed Martial Arts, and she 

recently successfully tested for her 3rd 

degree black belt.” “Mackenzie Tackett is an 

outstanding student and person; I am very 

glad to have her as a student” Tims also 

said. Congratulations to Mackenzie on being 

nominated as the CHS Student of the Week. 
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Phil Brady is an English teacher at CHS. 


